
FAQs  
  

Perhaps you’ve just read our “Am I Welcome at Your Church?” letter and have questions.  No doubt this conversation can 

be messy, personal, confusing and intense. We hope that the answers below offer you needed clarity and help to 

communicate our biblical convictions and heart.  
  

  

What’s the bottom line again?  
  

• We welcome everyone at Heartland.    

• We’re for everyone and are seeking God’s best together.  

• We believe God designed sex for marriage between a man and a woman, and that monogamy in that context is 
His ideal for us.  

• We all fall short of God’s best.  
 

Why are we talking about this?  
  

As a church for the unchurched, we have never been issues-driven.  Nor have we had much interest in the culture wars.  

However:  
  

• We are increasingly contacted or visited by LGBTQ+ people who hunger for God and are asking the question,  

• “Am I welcome here?”  

• Given the complexity of this topic, we want to bring clarity and guidance to our church so that we can offer 
LGBTQ+ people a wholehearted and scripturally-grounded “Yes, you are welcome here!”  

 

Why now?  
  

Our mission for the unchurched requires that we engage in the conversations within culture that matter and that affect 

our lives. Furthermore:  
  

• When the laws of our land change but our convictions do not, this warrants a focused and honest discussion.  

• This is an elephant in the room.  

• In our November Sunday services, we arrive at Acts 15 that addresses “sexual immorality” – an all-encompassing 
phrase that implies God’s creative intent for human sexuality and summarizes the many ways this has been 

distorted in each of us. To sidestep this passage and its implications for our lives would feel irresponsible.  

• In so doing, it offers us the opportunity to talk about sexuality holistically – as an “us issue” and not a “them 
issue.”  

 

By specifically addressing LGBTQ+ people, aren’t we still singling out a particular sin?    
  

I love this question and the heart behind it – this is important.   
  

• To begin, we must also confess that we (the Church) already have singled out LGBTQ+ people. Many of us have 

created in our minds a sin-ranking system that considers some sins worse than others.   This is wrong and must 
be repented of.    

• Furthermore, we are actually seeking to do the exact opposite. Through the years we have addressed issues such 
as cohabitation, pornography, divorce, sexual abuse, greed, pride, and anger to name a few.  By  not addressing 

same-gender sex, one could argue that we are not treating this sin equally.    

• And by not speaking about it, we actually  give  the  question  undue  power.  As  one  gay  friend  wrote  about growing 
up at HCC, “the silence was damning enough.”  

To be a healthy and welcoming church, we have to create a space in which all people can honestly and safely explore the 

fullness and flaws of their humanity.    

  



If I disagree, can this still be my church? 

Of course!  We will all land at many different places along the continuum of this conversation.  We are simply explaining, 

as transparently as we can, the convictions that guide our leadership decisions for Heartland. We hope to do so in a way 

that you can understand and respect.  In return, we will honor the differences and convictions of others too. 

 

It seems like we are welcoming up to a point, but then we draw a line and say “Sorry, you 
can’t lead.” 

This line exists for all of us. We all have areas in our lives that Jesus wants to sort out. Spiritual maturity obviously 

matters in church leadership. We don’t know any other way around it. Every organization expects more of its leaders and, 

above all, so should the Church. Lastly, it’s not perfection that God expects but a growing integration between what 

we believe, say, and do. 

 

Do you believe that some people are born this way? 

Yes. All the available research we’ve seen points towards a variety of factors that include both nature and nurture 

influences. So, we have great respect and compassion for anyone who struggles with same-sex attraction.  That said, we 

are all born with broken impulses and it’s what we do with those desires that matter. With each one - good or bad - we 

hold them up and pray like Jesus, "Father...not my will, but yours be done." (see Luke 22:42) 

 

If I struggle with same-sex attraction is that a sin? If I have committed to a life of celibacy, 
will HCC be a community where I can openly share my life? 

We deeply hope to be that community! 

First of all, we don’t believe that having an attraction is committing a sin. It is what we do with the attraction – internally 

or externally – that counts.  In other words, attraction is not the same as lust or acting on those desires. 

Lastly, we recognize that this can be a painful and lonely path that requires heroic levels of surrender to Christ. We’re 

figuring this all out too but we want to be a community in which we all seek, struggle, heal, and flourish together. 

 

Is this a civil rights issue? 

Yes and no. 

There have been longstanding injustices done to LGBTQ+ people that have demeaned their human dignity or, worse, 

caused outright oppression. This too is wrong and the Church must repent for its role in it. 

As Christ-followers we are called to pursue biblical justice – which can compliment OR contrast with the rally cries of 

culture. Thus, discernment is always necessary. Throughout the gospels, Jesus  went  out  of  his  way  to  embrace  the “other” 

– the sinner, the outcast, the marginalized, etc. In that sense, the Bible compliments the culture. 

Yet, the Bible appears to contrast with culture in the following ways: 

• Simply, there is a difference between a people group - based upon ethnicity - and our expressed sexuality. 

• Marriage is a gift of God and designed with specific intent and should not be reduced to a mere human rights or 

civil rights issue. For example, there are many humans who by law are not allowed to marry (i.e. kids, cousins, 

and one cannot marry himself – as crazy as that sounds). There are others who have not or cannot (e.g. single 

people, including Jesus.)  Thus, marriage does not fulfill nor substantiate one’s humanity. 

Finally, while we believe the Church should have a prophetic voice and presence in culture (i.e. business, politics, the 

arts, and so on) and should speak (and live) the truth in love. We don’t believe our primary mission is to settle political 

questions about “rights” per se. Our focus is to understand what the Scriptures are telling us and to respond appropriately. 



What was the process that led us to this place? 

Lots of study through the years of course, but more specifically in 2011 we began discussing this as a staff. Last year, our 

staff and elders walked through an intense two-month journey of study, prayer, fasting and dialogue together. During this 

time, we shared from our own sexual brokenness and listened to the stories of others – including parents of LGBTQ+ children, 

LGBTQ+ people from within our community and also from those outside our community as well. 

 

How do we know that we’re right – especially if there are well-respected Christians who 
believe that same-sex relationships are okay? 

Fair question. Of course we don’t have it all figured out and – as the Bible reminds us – we all see “in a mirror dimly lit.” 

However, as we’ve sought God and searched the Scriptures, this is what we have concluded.   And we are simply trying 

to be faithful to these convictions while continuing a posture of humility and learning. 

 

How can I communicate these things to my kids, neighbors, co-workers, et al? 

While we plan to equip you further with more specific resources along these lines, we want to encourage you now: take 

what’s already been offered and jump into it, read the Scriptures,  grapple,  challenge  and  be  challenged,  pray,  ask, listen…. 

In other words, we hope that you’ll own this conversation for yourself and not for just what’s being said. In the end, and 

like with anything else, you’ll have so much more to authentically offer others. 

 

If I would like to learn more, what can I read or whom can I talk with? 

• First, we encourage you to read a much fuller explanation of our heart and convictions in our “Guiding Letter” 
posted on our website. 

• Secondly, please check out the videos from week 1, week 2 and week 3 of our Holistic Sexuality class. 

• Lastly, you may reach out to the HCC Staff Member that you feel closest to.   If you’re not sure who to contact 

please email us at info@heartlandchcurch.org.   

http://heartlandchurch.org/d/Guiding%20Letter.pdf
https://vimeo.com/145092167
https://vimeo.com/145565415
https://vimeo.com/149353112
mailto:info@heartlandchurch.org
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